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Section VI, Qualifications and Duties of Counsel 
 
 

12. Duty of Counsel in Plea Negotiation: 
 
 A.  Counsel should explore with the client the possibility and desirability of reaching a 
negotiated disposition of the charges rather than proceeding to a trial and, in doing so, should 
fully explain the rights that would be waived by a decision to enter a plea and not to proceed to 
trial. 
 
 B.  Counsel should keep the client fully informed of any continued plea discussion and 
negotiations and promptly convey to the accused any offers made by the prosecution for a 
negotiated settlement. 
 
 C.  Counsel shall not accept any plea agreement without the client’s express 
authorization. 
 
 D.  The existence of ongoing tentative plea negotiations with the prosecution should not 
prevent counsel from taking steps necessary to preserve a defense nor should the existence of 
ongoing plea negotiations prevent or delay counsel’s investigation into the facts of the case and 
preparation of the case for further proceedings, including trial. 
 


