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September 9, 2010 

 

TO: Attorneys Contracting with OPD 

 

 A while back the PDC asked the FTE attorneys, the FTE appellate attorneys, 

investigators and the support staff to elect a liaison from each group who communicate directly 

to the PDC at its meetings about what is on their minds.  There has been an unsuccessful effort at 

getting a liaison from the contract attorneys.  You make a considerable and important 

contribution to the performance of the agency’s mission and the PDC would like to hear from 

you and enlist your support as we try to improve conditions for everyone in the agency. 

 

 At the August 30, 2010 meeting the PDC passed a motion directing me to ask you to elect 

a liaison by September 15
th

 and ask the MTACDL to appoint someone if you did not elect 

someone by then.  I delayed sending this request for a liaison designee upon learning Governor 

Schweitzer was considering an executive order giving the contract attorneys the option of 

organizing and selecting representatives “for the purpose of discussing with the State of Montana 

the structural issues with their services concerning case assignment, case costs, conflicts of 

interest and other issues related to performance of their services.”  The Governor signed the 

attached executive order on September 2
nd

 and I was asked to give his office the opportunity to 

release that over the Labor Day weekend.  As it turns out the media did not pick up on the order; 

at least I have not seen or heard any coverage.  Electing a liaison by the 15
th

 is not realistic due to 

my delay so I am unilaterally extending the Commission’s deadline to the 24
th

 so you have an 

opportunity to discuss among yourselves who you may want as a liaison before I go to the 

MTACDL for an appointment.  Alternatively, you may decide you want to organize and select a 

liaison through that group.  The PDC just wants to know who your representative will be for 

having a better line of communication. 

 

 I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest opportunity on this matter.  Please call 

me at (406) 442-0230 if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

         Sincerely, 

 

 

         Richard E. Gillespie 
 

  












