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March 5, 2015 
 
TO:  Public Defender Commission 
  Office of the State Public Defender Employees 
  Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Fritz Gillespie, Chair 
 
RE:  Potential Funding Shortfall 
 
 
As you know, we are currently engaged with the legislature and the Governor’s office regarding 
funding for our agency. We need supplemental funding to get us through June 30, 2015 (the end 
of this fiscal year), as well as an adequate appropriation for the next two fiscal years. 
 
Later this morning, the Governor’s Budget Director, Dan Villa, will inform the legislature that a 
failure to provide appropriate funding for our agency for the rest of this fiscal year and for the 
next two years will result in drastic cut backs, including a shut down in our ability to take cases 
and a potential furlough of our work force.  Although we certainly hope that matters are resolved 
and that funding is obtained, we must plan for both the short-term and long-term consequences. 
 
We and the Governor’s office know that OPD is filled with hardworking and dedicated 
employees, and that any cut-backs will have real life consequences to our work force and to the 
people that we serve and protect.  We will continue to work hard with the legislature and the 
Governor’s office to avert these consequences, and we are optimistic that we will obtain the 
necessary funding as the legislative session proceeds. 
 
We will keep everyone informed as we move through the process. If you have any questions, 
please contact Harry Freebourn at hfreebourn@mt.gov.  
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