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Section XV, Representation of a Respondent in Involuntary Commitment —
Serious Developmental Disability

XV. REPRESENTATION OF A RESPONDENT IN A PROCEEDING FOR
INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT - SERIOUSDEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY

GOALS:

A.

To actively and professionally serve as a zealous advocate for the respondent
who isthe subject of a proceeding for commitment or re-commitment as an
individual with a serious developmental disability under 853-20-112, M CA.
To abide by mandatory standards of representation for public defendersas
attorney for therespondent in an involuntary commitment proceeding.

To servethestated interests of the respondent, to beindependent from the
court and other participants in the litigation, including the respondent’s
guardian, if any, and to be unpregudiced and uncompromised in representing
therespondent.

To exerciseindependent and professional judgment in carrying out the
duties assigned by the court and to participate fully in the case on behalf of
therespondent.

In the following standards, “involuntary commitment” refers to both
involuntary commitment and recommitment proceedings.



