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Staff 
Since the last Commission meeting, I have hired a new Assistant Appellate Defender.  
Wade Zolynski took the position.  He joins us from the Butte office and he enters the 
position with a wealth of knowledge.  He previously worked for the county-run public 
defender office in Missoula, as well as the Kentucky Public Defender Office.  Wade is 
an amazing attorney and a joy to have around.  We welcome him to the appellate office.   
 
Caseload 
Our caseload continues to grows, as the attached spreadsheet indicates (Ex. 1).  
Everyone is at a maximum number of cases (that I gauge) and so are the contract 
attorneys.  The office just has not seen a reprieve from the influx of cases.  Everyone 
continues to work diligently, which I greatly appreciate.   
 
Court Appointments 
Since the last Commission meeting, the appellate office has been appointed to 
represent two more clients.  One of the cases is a large case.  We are estimating it will 
cost the appellate office approximately $7,000 for transcripts.  The other case has a 
long background, where the private attorney actually filed the notice of appeal and the 
request for transcripts in August 2011.  That attorney did not file the opening brief.  As 
of the end of March 2012, rather than filing the opening brief, the private attorney filed a 
motion to have the appellate office appointed.  We are in the process of qualifying both 
of these court-appointed clients. 
 
 



OFFICE OF THE STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER
APPELLATE DEFENDER PROGRAM CASE COUNTS- Exhibit 1

FY 2012 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar FY 2012

Writ
Carryover -          -          -         -         1            5               5               5               5               5               4               4               4               4               5                

Opened 10            17           18          9            16          -           -           -           -           -           -           -           1               -           1                
Closed 10            17           18          8            12          -           -           -           -           1               -           -           1               -           2                

Ending Bal -          -          -         1            5            5               5               5               5               4               4               4               4               4               4                

PCR
Carryover -          8              9            15          17          11             12             12             13             14             17             17             16             16             11             

Opened 18            11           17          4            11          1               -           1               1               3               -           -           -           -           6                
Closed 10            10           11          2            17          -           -           -           -           -           -           1               -           -           1                

Ending Bal 8              9              15          17          11          12             12             13             14             17             17             16             16             16             16             

Appeals
Carryover 45            45           47          58          161        250          269          277          281          289          302          305          309          314          250           

Opened 185         187         197        170        186        22             18             15             14             19             16             31             12             22             169           
Closed 185         185         186        67          97          3               10             11             6               6               13             27             7               7               90             

Ending Bal 45            47           58          161        250        269          277          281          289          302          305          309          314          329          329           
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