CASE SYNOPSIS

Client X is a 91 year old male who is the subject of a civil commitment petition. Mr. X is
currently a patient in the hospital. It is alleged that he suffers from Alzheimer's dementia,
moderately severe along with other medical conditions. It is further alleged that he was
apprehended by deputies in the borrow pit off the highway after he had flagged down a
motorist and threatened him with a knife. He still had the knife when the deputies
arrived. It was further alleged that he had also threatened his grandson with the knife,
who was his daytime care attendant. Client X was agitated and confused and taken to the
hospital where he was hospitalized.

At the time of the alleged incident, client X was living with his daughter, who is his co-
guardian. She had been caring for him at home for approximately seven years. Prior to
that time, client X had been discharged from a nursing home facility for assaulting
someone with a shovel.

After being admitted to the hospital, he was seen by a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist noted
that during his examination, client X stated that he "felt like fighting," but denied being
suicidal or homicidal. He denied wanting to hurt anyone at present, but admitted he had
pulled a knife on his grandson and threatened to stick him with it if he did not stay away
from him. The psychiatrist recommended placement in a nursing home on a locked
Alzheimer's unit. The case manager at the hospital tried to locate a nursing home willing
to accept client X, but none were willing to accept him. The psychiatrist then
recommended civil commitment to Montana Mental Health Nursing Care Center in
Lewistown. This psychiatrist was appointed as the court appointed professional person in
the civil commitment case.

The daughter/co-guardian, expressed a desire to possibly have client X return home at
some time, but was afraid to have him return at this time. The daughter was opposed to
her father being sent to Montana State Hospital, due to concerns about his medical care
needs, but was not opposed to him being placed at Montana Mental Health Nursing Care
Center in Lewistown.

Counsel was appointed for respondent as well as a friend of respondent. Counsel and the
friend went to the hospital to meet with client X. Upon arrival at client X's hospital
room, client X ran from his room to another hospital room that was adjoined by a
common bathroom. It was evident that he had been incontinent. He turned on the
oxygen in the other room and refused to come out of the room when requested to do so
by the nurse. Client X became violent, throwing things at the nurse and screaming for
everyone to get out and close the door.

Counsel and the friend were informed by hospital staff that client X has been combative
at times and difficult to care for there in the hospital. He also wanted to run around
without any clothing on.



Counsel and the friend observed Client X, again throwing things at a nurse and cursing.
Hospital security had to be called in order to remove Client X from the room so that the
oxygen could be turned off. He was escorted back into his room. He appeared confused
and was cursing at everyone, saying things that made no sense. He then pulled a hospital
security camera from the wall, causing it to fall to the floor and break. He continued to
curse and tell people to get out. Counsel and the friend were informed by hospital staff
that based on their experience with Client X, that he likely would not be able to
understand the information that counsel would try to communicate with him and would
likely physically assault counsel and/or the friend if they tried to meet with him in his
room.

The hospital social worker was able to obtain a placement for Client X at Montana
Mental Health Nursing Care Center.



