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Section I, Introduction

1.  Purpose:

These standards are intended to encourage and allow attorneys representing indigent and
all other persons entitled to public legal representation to perform to a high standard of
representation and to promote excellence and professionalism in the representation of those
persons.  The following standards are adopted to foster a legal representation system in which:

A.  The public legal representation function, including the selection, funding, and
payment of counsel for indigent clients, is as independent from political influence and judicial
supervision as possible given the geographic and demographic diversity of the State of Montana;

B.  Those persons entitled to public legal representation are adequately represented
through a legal services delivery system consisting of defender offices, the active participation of
the private bar, or both;

C.  Applicants requesting legal services based upon indigence are screened for eligibility
based upon uniform standards, then assigned and notified of an appointment as soon as is
practically possible;

D.  Counsel has sufficient time, confidential space, and confidential electronic
communications to converse with the client;

E.  Counsel’s workload matches counsel’s capability;

F.  Counsel’s ability, training, and experience match the complexity of the case;

G.  To the extent possible, the same attorney continuously represents the client until
completion of the case;

H.  Counsel for a client entitled to public legal representation has parity of resources with
opposing counsel and is included as an equal partner in the justice system; and,

I.  Counsel is required to obtain continuing legal education and training.


